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D e a r  F r i e n d s  a n d  C o l l e a g u e s  i n  C a t h o l i c  E d u c a t i o n ,
A s  w e  s e t t l e  i n t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  s c h o o l  y e a r ,  I  w a n t  t o
t a k e  a  m o m e n t  t o  o f f e r  m y  d e e p e s t  g r a t i t u d e  t o
K h a l e d  E l g h a r b a w y ,  o u r  P a s t  P r e s i d e n t ,  f o r  h i s
e x c e p t i o n a l  l e a d e r s h i p ,  u n w a v e r i n g  d e d i c a t i o n  t o
O C S B O A ,  a n d  t i r e l e s s  e f f o r t s  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  t w o  y e a r s
t o  e l e v a t e  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  e x p a n d  i t s  r e a c h .  H i s
c o m m i t m e n t  h a s  t r u l y  m a d e  a  d i f f e r e n c e .  I  a l s o  w a n t
t o  e x p r e s s  m y  h e a r t f e l t  t h a n k s  t o  B r i a n  C a p o v i l l a  f o r
s t e p p i n g  i n t o  t h e  r o l e  o f  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t ,  a n d  f o r  h i s
i n v a l u a b l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  a s  a  D i r e c t o r .  I  a m  e q u a l l y
g r a t e f u l  t o  a l l  o f  o u r  D i r e c t o r s  f o r  t h e i r  c o n t i n u e d
d e d i c a t i o n  a n d  h a r d  w o r k  o n  b e h a l f  o f  O C S B O A .  M y
s i n c e r e s t  g r a t i t u d e  a l s o  g o e s  o u t  t o  t h e  e n g i n e s
b e h i n d  O C S B O A ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  P e t e r  M a r c h i n i
a n d  o u r  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  L e s l e y  M c D o w e l l ,  b o t h  o f
w h o s e  w o r k  i s  i n v a l u a b l e .

A t  t h i s  t i m e  o f  y e a r ,  a s  C a t h o l i c  b u s i n e s s  o f f i c i a l s
a c r o s s  t h e  p r o v i n c e ,  w e  a r e  r e m i n d e d  o f  t h e
p r o f o u n d  m e a n i n g  o f  C h r i s t m a s .  T h i s  i s  a  s e a s o n
w h e r e  w e  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  b i r t h  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t — G o d ’ s
u l t i m a t e  g i f t  o f  l o v e ,  t h e  P r i n c e  o f  P e a c e  w h o
e n t e r e d  o u r  w o r l d  t o  o f f e r  u s  h o p e ,  r e d e m p t i o n ,  a n d
s a l v a t i o n .  T h e  t r u e  m e s s a g e  o f  C h r i s t m a s  c a l l s  u s  t o
f i n d  p u r p o s e ,  p e a c e ,  a n d  j o y  i n  o u r  w o r l d .  I t  i s  a
t i m e  t o  r e m e m b e r  t h e  w o r d s  o f  J o h n  3 : 1 6 :  " F o r  G o d
s o  l o v e d  t h e  w o r l d  t h a t  H e  g a v e  H i s  o n e  a n d  o n l y
S o n ,  t h a t  w h o e v e r  b e l i e v e s  i n  H i m  s h a l l  n o t  p e r i s h
b u t  h a v e  e t e r n a l  l i f e . "

C h r i s t m a s  i s  n o t  o n l y  a  t i m e  t o  c e l e b r a t e ,  b u t  a l s o  a
t i m e  t o  r e f l e c t .  A s  w e  j o u r n e y  t h r o u g h  t h i s  A d v e n t
s e a s o n ,  l e t  u s  t a k e  a  m o m e n t  t o  g i v e  t h a n k s  f o r  t h e
c o u n t l e s s  b l e s s i n g s  i n  o u r  l i v e s — b o t h  s e e n  a n d
u n s e e n — a n d  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w e  h a v e
t o  b e  a  l i g h t  t o  o t h e r s .  B u t  l e t  u s  a l s o  r e m e m b e r
t h o s e  w h o  a r e  s t r u g g l i n g ,  t h o s e  w h o  m a y  n o t  f e e l
t h e  j o y  a n d  w a r m t h  o f  t h e  S e a s o n .

M I L K A  Z L O M I S L I C

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL!

The OCSBOA Digest
 A s  C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l  b u s i n e s s  o f f i c i a l s ,  w e  a r e
e n t r u s t e d  w i t h  t h e  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  s t u d e n t s
a n d  f a m i l i e s  a c r o s s  t h e  p r o v i n c e .  I  e n c o u r a g e
e a c h  o f  u s  t o  s e e k  o u t  w a y s  t o  s e r v e  a n d
s u p p o r t  t h o s e  i n  n e e d — w h e t h e r  w i t h i n  o u r
d e p a r t m e n t s ,  o u r  s c h o o l s ,  o r  o u r
c o m m u n i t i e s .  T o g e t h e r ,  w e  c a n  m a k e  a
d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h o s e  w h o  m o s t
n e e d  o u r  h e l p .

O n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  O C S B O A  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s ,
I  w i s h  y o u  a n d  y o u r  l o v e d  o n e s  a  C h r i s t m a s
f i l l e d  w i t h  p e a c e ,  j o y ,  a n d  r e n e w a l .  M a y  t h i s
s a c r e d  s e a s o n  p r o v i d e  y o u  w i t h  t i m e  t o  r e s t ,
r e c h a r g e ,  a n d  r e c o n n e c t  w i t h  w h a t  t r u l y
m a t t e r s ,  s o  t h a t  y o u  a r e  r e a d y  t o  c o n t i n u e
y o u r  i m p o r t a n t  w o r k  i n  s e r v i c e  o f  o u r
s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  n e w  y e a r .
I n  c l o s i n g ,  I  l e a v e  y o u  w i t h  a  s o n g  t o
c e l e b r a t e  t h e  s e a s o n :

Mi l k a
 

https://vimeo.com/784067059

https://vimeo.com/784067059


 There will be an  adjustment to our
membership fees, which will take effect on
January 1, 2025. This decision was not made
lightly, as we deeply value the trust and
commitment you place in us. However, after
years without a fee increase, this change is
necessary to ensure we continue to provide
the quality services, programs, and resources
you’ve come to expect.

We remain committed to delivering value to
our members and growing together as a
community. Thank you for your understanding
and continued support as we work to make
OCSBOA better for everyone.

As of January 2025 the new OCSBOA yearly
fee will be $250.00 ( inclusive of HST)

2025 FEE INCREASE

Glory to God in the highest! Wishing
you a Christmas filled with grace and

joy in Christ
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2025 Board of Directors

President - Milka Zlomislic
Vice President- Brian Capovilla
Past President-Khaled Elgharbawy
Executive Director-Peter Marchini

Directors
Kevin Sun
Betty Stavropoulos
Vince Artuso
Kerry Pomfret
Jason Attard
Rosalia Betti
Roger Mabardi

INSIDE THIS YEAR'S
HOLIDAY ISSUE:

2 0 2 5  C O N F E R E N C E
I N F O R M A T I O N

2 0 2 5  B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

2 0 2 4  C O N F E R E N C E
H I G H L I G H T S

2 0 2 4  C O N F E R E N C E
S P O N S O R S

2 0 2 5  F E E  I N C R E A S E



The recent Conference was a resounding
success, bringing together industry leaders,
experts, and passionate participants from
around the province. Over the course of two
days, attendees engaged in thought-
provoking discussions, inspiring keynote
addresses, and impactful workshops that
sparked innovative ideas and fostered
meaningful connections.
The conference provided a dynamic
platform for learning, networking, and
growth. Here, we present the key highlights
and takeaways from this exceptional event,
showcasing the moments that made it truly
unforgettable.

2024 OCSBOA
CONFERENCE
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Jean-Francois Carrey
This year’s keynote address was delivered
by none other than Jean-François Carrey,
an adventurer, entrepreneur, and
motivational leader renowned for his
record-breaking achievements and
transformative insights. Carrey, the
youngest Canadian to summit Mount
Everest, captivated the audience with his
journey of resilience, vision, and leadership.

Jean-François left attendees energized and
equipped to tackle their own ‘Everests,’
with a clear call to action: to lead with
purpose and passion in everything we do.

Artificial Intelligence

In an era where AI is reshaping education, learners and educators
alike face unprecedented opportunities and challenges. Our recent
session, "Navigating Learning in the Age of AI," explored how AI
tools can personalize learning, foster creativity, and bridge gaps in
accessibility.
.
Key takeaways included the importance of balancing technology
with critical thinking, ethical considerations in AI use, and the need
for continuous adaptation.  As we embrace AI’s potential, one thing
is clear: the human element remains at the heart of meaningful
education.

Human Resources-Challenges and Solutions 

Several presentations addressed a critical topic: managing employee
attendance issues in the education sector. Experts shared actionable
strategies, including fostering supportive work environments,
implementing clear attendance policies, and utilizing data-driven
approaches to identify and address underlying patterns.

A key theme was the importance of proactive communication and
building a culture of accountability and trust. Attendees left with
practical tools to enhance staff engagement and ensure consistent,
reliable support for students.



Amazon Keel, Cotrelle

ASI McCarthy’s Uniforms

Borden, Ladner, Gervais Moffett & Duncan

Dell Technologies OSBIE

Ebase Q-Air

HTS Pact Engineers

IBM Education Consulting
Paradigm Shift
Technologies

iSYS Pre-Eng

Investigative Risk
Management 

RTOERO

SBCI THANK YOU!

We extend our deepest gratitude to our
sponsors for their invaluable support in
making the 2024 conference a remarkable
success. Your generosity and commitment
were instrumental in bringing our vision to
life, fostering meaningful connections, and
empowering the exchange of ideas.

Your partnership not only enhanced the
experience for all attendees. Thank you for
being an essential part of this journey and
for your continued dedication to excellence
and innovation.

THANK YOU TO OUR 2024
OCSBOA CONFERENCE
SPONSORS

D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 4



D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 4

2025 OCSBOA Conference
The 2025 conference will be held at Queen’s

Landing in Niagara on the Lake from
September 24-26.  Look for more information

in the New Year!
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Christmas Trivia
Relax with your family and friend’s this

Christmas and play some trivia!

I N  W H A T  Y E A R  D I D  C H R I S T M A S  B E C O M E  A  F E D E R A L  H O L I D A Y  I N  T H E
C A N A D A ?

1 .

W H A T  T Y P E  O F  T R E E  I S  T R A D I T I O N A L L Y  U S E D  A S  A  C H R I S T M A S  T R E E  I N
M O S T  H O M E S ?

2 .

W H A T  1 9 4 6  F I L M  W A S  O R I G I N A L L Y  C O N S I D E R E D  A  B O X  O F F I C E  F L O P
B U T  B E C A M E  A  C H R I S T M A S  C L A S S I C ?

3 .

W H I C H  C A N A D I A N  P R O V I N C E  I S  T H E  L A R G E S T  E X P O R T E R  O F  C H R I S T M A S
T R E E S ?

4 .

I N  T H E  T R A D I T I O N A L  C H R I S T M A S  C A R O L  G O O D  K I N G  W E N C E S L A S ,
W H A T  W A S  T H E  K I N G  L O O K I N G  F O R ?

5 .

W H A T  C O L O R  W E R E  S A N T A  C L A U S ' S  C L O T H E S  O R I G I N A L L Y  B E F O R E
T H E Y  B E C A M E  R E D ?

6 .

W H A T  I S  T H E  N A M E  O F  T H E  D E P A R T M E N T  S T O R E  I N  M I R A C L E  O N  3 4 T H
S T R E E T ?

7 .

I N  T H E  M O V I E  L O V E  A C T U A L L Y ,  W H I C H  C H A R A C T E R  F A M O U S L Y
D E C L A R E S  T H E I R  L O V E  U S I N G  C U E  C A R D S ?

8 .

W H I C H  A C T O R  P L A Y S  S I X  D I F F E R E N T  R O L E S  I N  T H E  2 0 0 4  A N I M A T E D
F I L M  T H E  P O L A R  E X P R E S S ?

9 .

I N  T H E  2 0 0 3  M O V I E  E L F ,  W H A T  A R E  T H E  F O U R  M A I N  F O O D  G R O U P S
A C C O R D I N G  T O  B U D D Y ?

10 .

 Answers will be sent via email!


